
 

Cast of Characters 
in order of appearance 

Older Alice ............................................... Abby Theberge* 
Middle Alice ................................................. Hadi Lancaric 
Younger Alice ............................................. Alissa Cutting* 
Billy Cane .................................................... Owen Hannah 
Daddy Cane .................................................... Amy Braby* 
Daryl ............................................................... Gabe Young 
Lucy .............................................................. Liasiah Torres 
Younger Jimmy Ray ................................ Rowan Davidson 
Daddy Murphy ............................................... Beau Olesky 
Mama Murphy ........................................... Grace Phillips* 
Mayor Dobbs .............................................. Caroline Stultz 
Stanford .................................................... Haley Serafine* 
Margo ..................................................... Abbey Shumway 
Middle Jimmy Ray ......................................... Zach Cassidy 
Older Jimmy Ray ............................................. Dan Sleeper 
Townsfolk .......................................................................... 
 ................ Esther Janis, Adeline Mackensen, Kaitlyn Stone 

 
Production Staff 

Director ............................................... Elizabeth Moore+= 
Music Director ........................................... Brian Moore+= 
Video Director ....................................... Michael Zrzavy+* 
Producer ............................................. Elizabeth Moore+= 
Lighting Crew ..................................................................... 
 ................ Avery Swasey*, Jennifer Hopkins, Elijah Lacroix 
Sound Crew ............................................ Adam St. Amand 
Costume & Properties Design ............................................ 
 .............................................. Annika Stowell, Esther Janis 
Poster Design ........................................... Abby Theberge* 



Scenes and Songs 
Scene 1: Limbo (1945) 

If You Knew My Story ... Older Alice, Middle Alice, Younger Alice 
She’s Gone ............................................... Daddy Cane, Billy Cane 
 

Scene 2: Hayes Creek, NC: Margo’s Bookstore (1945) 
Bright Star ................................................... Billy Cane, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 3: Asheville, NC: The Asheville Southern Journal (1945) 
Way Back in the Day ................................. Older Alice, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 4: Zebulon, North Carolina (1923) 
Whoa, Mama ......................... Younger Alice, Younger Jimmy Ray 
 

Scene 5: Zebulon, North Carolina: The Murphy Cabin (1923) 
Firmer Hand/Do Right ................................................................... 
 ............................ Younger Alice, Daddy Murphy, Mama Murphy 
 

Scene 6: Zebulon, North Carolina: Mayor’s Home (1923) 
A Man’s Gotta Do .................. Mayor Dobbs, Younger Jimmy Ray 
 

Scene 7: Asheville, NC: The Asheville Southern Journal (1945) 
 

Scene 8: Hayes Creek, NC: Margo’s Bookstore (1945) 
Asheville ........................................................... Margo, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 9: Zebulon, North Carolina: Park (1923) 
Picnic Dance .................................................................... Stanford 
What Could Be Better ............ Younger Alice, Younger Jimmy Ray 
 

Scene 10: Zebulon, North Carolina: Mayor’s Home (1923) 
 

Scene 11: Limbo (1945) 
I Can’t Wait ............. Middle Alice, Middle Jimmy Ray, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 12: Zebulon, North Carolina: A Shack (1924) 
Please, Don’t Take Him ................................................................. 
 .. Middle Alice, Mayor, Stanford, Mama Murphy, Daddy Murphy 
 

Scene 13: A Train Car (1924) 
A Man’s Gotta Do (Reprise) ............................. Mayor, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 14: A Train Depot Outside of Zebulon (1924) 
Sun’s Gonna Shine ......................... Middle Alice, Mama Murphy,  
 ................................................... Margo, Daddy Cane, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 15: Zebulon, North Carolina: Mayor’s Home (1924) 
Heartbreaker ................................................... Middle Jimmy Ray 
 

Scene 16: Asheville, NC: The Shiny Penny Cafe (1946) 
Another Round ........................ Lucy, Daryl, Billy Cane, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 17: Raleigh, North Carolina: A Street (1946) 
I Had a Vision ................................. Older Alice, Older Jimmy Ray 

 
Scene 18: Hayes Creek, North Carolina: Margo’s Bookstore (1946) 

Always Will ....................................................... Billy Cane, Margo 
 

Scene 19: Zebulon, North Carolina: The Murphy Cabin (1924) 
Sun’s Gonna Shine (Reprise) ................................. Mama Murphy 
 
Scene 20: Outside Hayes Creek, North Carolina: Cane Home (1946) 

So Familiar/At Long Last ........................... Older Alice, Townsfolk 
 

Scene 21: Asheville, NC: The Asheville Southern Journal (1945) 
Finale/Bows .................................................................. Company 
  
*Indicates members of International Thespian Troupe #7883 
+Indicates adult participants 
=Indicates adult members of the International Thespian Society 



The ConVal Theatre Arts Department  
Would Like To Thank 

Michael Zrzavy, Helfried Zrzavy, Savron Graphics, ConVal 
Maintenance Staff, ConVal High School Administration, 

ConVal School District SAU & ConVal School Board. 
 

Directors’ Note  
Thank you so much for your support of ConVal Theatre Arts 
during this uncertain and sometimes turbulent year. We are 

so proud of everything the students have put together in 
such a short period of time and under enormous 

constraints. There is no better feeling than working 
together to tell a story in new and exciting ways. Thanks to 
all who have come together to help make this production 

possible and to all who have supported it along the way. To 
all of our students who put in enormous effort to reawaken 

their creative process, we thank you. 
 

Please joins us for the  
2020-21 ConVal Theatre Arts Season! 

 
Infinite Black Suitcase by E.M. Lewis: Auditions 9/9, 
Performances October 21, 22, 23 @ 7:00 pm 
Frozen, KIDS: Auditions 12/9, Performances 
February 16 (in-school), 17, 18 at 7:00 pm 
Urinetown: The Musical: Auditions 3/3, 
Performances April 21, 22, 23 @ 7:00 pm 
Visit www.cvlht.com for tickets and more details! 

Show Synopsis: 
In 1946, editor Alice Murphy greets the audience and tells them 
that, instead of overseeing other people's stories, she is going to 
tell her own ("If You Knew My Story"). One year earlier, in the 
town of Hayes Creek, serviceman and aspiring writer Billy Cane 
returns home after serving in World War II. He reunites with his 
father and his childhood friend Margo before learning that his 
mother has died ("She's Gone"). Several weeks later, Billy visits 
Margo and tells her he is going to submit his stories to The 
Asheville Southern Journal ("Bright Star"). 
Upon arriving at the offices of the Journal, he finds himself 
rebuffed by employees Daryl and Lucy. However, Alice finds 
herself charmed by a brazen lie that Billy tells and considers 
accepting his stories. She later declines Lucy's invitation to a 
dance, but privately reflects on a time when she would have gone 
to a dance ("Way Back in the Day"). 
Flashing back to 1923, a sixteen-year-old Alice flirts with Jimmy 
Ray Dobbs in her hometown of Zebulon, North Carolina ("Whoa, 
Mama") When Alice returns home later that night, her parents 
reprimand her while pondering her unfortunate future. ("Firmer 
Hand/Do Right") Meanwhile, Jimmy Ray returns home only to be 
lectured by his father, Mayor Josiah Dobbs, on what the future 
holds for him ("A Man's Gotta Do"). 
In 1945, upon receiving encouragement from Alice in the form of 
a ten dollar check, Billy decides to settle down in Asheville and 
dedicate his time to writing. Margo reflects that she had other 
hopes for her future with Billy, but she decides to put her hopes 
aside and be supportive of his dreams ("Asheville"). 
In 1923, Alice and Jimmy Ray make their way to the riverbank 
and make love ("What Could Be Better"). Sometime later, Alice 
goes to see the town physician, Doctor Norquist after feeling ill 
only to learn she is pregnant. Doctor Norquist and Mayor Dobbs 
arrange for Alice to stay in a remote cabin for the duration of her 
pregnancy. She divides her time in isolation by knitting a sweater 
for the baby and talking about their child with Jimmy Ray when 
he visits ("I Can't Wait"). 



Shortly after giving birth to a baby son, Alice and her mother learn 
that Mayor Dobbs and Alice's father have secretly put the child 
up for adoption. Alice tries to make her father change his mind 
but loses the argument ("Please, Don't Take Him"). Mayor Dobbs 
departs with the baby in a valise and boards the train to Hayes 
Creek before throwing the valise into the river when no one is 
looking ("A Man's Gotta Do [Reprise]"). 
In 1924, Alice prepares to attend college in Chapel Hill and 
privately yearns to find her son. Meanwhile, in 1945, Margo talks 
with her friends about how she misses Billy ("Sun Is Gonna 
Shine"). Back in 1924, Jimmy Ray tells his now ailing father that 
he is going to meet Alice in Chapel Hill. When Mayor Dobbs 
confesses what happened to the baby, Jimmy Ray decides to 
stay with his father after realizing he can't possibly tell Alice the 
truth ("Heartbreaker"). 
In 1946, Daryl and Lucy encounter a creatively frustrated Billy 
while sharing an after-work drink and try to cheer him up, 
culminating in Lucy and Billy sharing a drunken kiss ("Another 
Round"). The next day, Alice tells Billy that one of his stories is 
set to be published in the Journal. He confesses that he has been 
writing about Hayes Creek before inviting her to see where his 
stories take place. She agrees to do so after a planned visit 
to Raleigh to complete some unfinished business. 
In Raleigh, Alice requests permission to look through adoption 
papers drafted during the period when her son would have been 
registered. After failing to find what she is looking for, Alice 
encounters Jimmy Ray and learns about Josiah's actions, 
believing their son to be dead the two reaffirm their love for each 
other ("I Had a Vision"). Back in Hayes Creek, Billy tells Margo 
that he's moving back home before realizing that she's the girl for 
him ("Always Will"). 
In Zebulon, Alice reconciles with her father after he apologizes for 
allowing Josiah to take the baby away from her. Not wanting to 
continue his distress any longer, she tells him the child was 
adopted by a good family and is living a successful life. She 
makes her way to Hayes Creek and sees Billy's childhood home 
where she discovers the baby sweater she sent with her son, 

discovering that she is Billy's birth mother as his father explains 
how he found Billy as a baby in the river, but Billy is too shocked 
to process it and runs off ("So Familiar/At Long Last"). A few 
weeks later, after Alice has told Jimmy Ray that their child is still 
alive, Billy and Margo approach them in Asheville and Billy 
apologizes to Alice, accepting her as his mother and meeting 
Jimmy Ray for the first time. In order to run off a flirtatious Lucy, 
Margo introduces herself as Billy's fiancée, much to Billy's 
pleasant shock, followed by Jimmy Ray proposing to Alice 
("Finale"). 
Courtesy of Playbill.com 
 

 


